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What is Intelligent Transportation?
• Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS)
encompass a broad range of information
and communications technologies that
improve the safety, efficiency, and
performance of the transportation system
• When integrated into the nation’s roadways,
vehicles and public transit network, ITS can
help reduce congestion, improve mobility,
save lives and optimize existing infrastructure

ITS America’s role in advancing
smart solutions
• We bring together policymakers, practitioners, industry
leaders and researchers to advance a safer, smarter, more
efficient and sustainable transportation network
• Members include state and local
agencies, universities, national labs,
private companies spanning the
highway, transit, automotive,
commercial vehicle, telecom, tolling,
and high-tech sectors
• Our state chapters represent
over 1,000 companies and
public agencies in 40 states

Our diverse membership is one of our
strengths

We live in an increasingly
connected world

Connectivity is changing how we
think about transportation

America’s transportation challenges
•
•
•
•
•
•

Traffic congestion - $230 billion per year
Highway fatalities and injuries - $300 billion
Growing and aging population
Deteriorating infrastructure
Shrinking budgets at all levels
Gas tax not keeping up with costs

We need smarter solutions
• We cannot afford to simply build new roads to meet demand
• Technology enables us to:
–
–
–
–

Manage the existing system to optimize capacity, reduce costs
Provide new and improved travel alternatives
Improve vehicle and highway safety
Build new roads and bridges smarter to meet future demands

Where are we today?
• Republicans and Democrats came together to pass the
Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21)
 Signed into law July 6, 2012
 Numerous policy reforms but no
funding solutions

• MAP-21 policy took effect on
October 1, 2012
• Implementation underway, Congress holding oversight hearings
• MAP-21 expires September 30, 2014
 Congress already looking ahead at potential funding sources for
next reauthorization bill

MAP-21 top-line policy reforms
•
•
•
•
•

Consolidated or eliminated nearly 100 federal programs
Provided states with increased spending flexibility
Expedited NEPA review process to accelerate project delivery
Expanded state tolling authority and TIFIA loan program
Established National Freight Policy and encourages states to
develop freight plans utilizing innovative technologies
• Established performance-based planning/investment process:
 National performance measures,
state and local targets
 Categories include highway and
bridge condition, fatalities and serious
injury crashes, traffic congestion,
freight movement, on-road mobile
source emissions

Key ITS-related provisions
• ITS eligible for funding in all core
highway and transit programs
• ITS needed to both measure and
improve system performance
• States and metro areas required to
promote efficient system
management and operations
• ITS research dollars restored including
connected vehicle funding
• Creates a new Technology and
Innovation Deployment program
• ITS solutions incentivized in national
freight policy and state freight plans
• Emphasis on electronic toll collection

New formula programs in place
• National Highway Performance Program - $21+ billion per year
–
–
–

“Capital and operating costs for traffic management and traveler information
monitoring, management, and control facilities and programs”
“Development and implementation of a State asset management plan…”
“Infrastructure-based intelligent transportation systems capital improvements”

• Surface Transportation Program - $10+ billion per year
– “Projects and strategies designed to support congestion pricing, including
electronic toll collection and travel demand management strategies…”

• Highway Safety Improvement Program - $2.4 billion per year
–

“...priority control system for emergency vehicles at signalized intersections… traffic
control or other warning device at a location with high crash potential”
– Data driven through planning and safety problem identification and
countermeasure analysis

• Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) - $2.2 billion per year
–

“… projects to improve mobility, such as through real-time traffic, transit and
multimodal traveler information… or otherwise reduces demand for roads through
such means as telecommuting, ridesharing, carsharing, …and pricing”

Transportation Financing: TIFIA
• Expands TIFIA Loan Program to $1 billion
– Each Federal dollar can provide up to $10 in TIFIA credit assistance
and leverages $30 in transportation infrastructure investment
– Threshold for ITS projects remains at $15 million
– Rolling application process: Letter of Interest (30 days);
Creditworthiness Review (45-90 days); Application (90 days); Credit
Agreement (60 days)
– Current interest rate is 3.71% for a 35 year loan

• 35 projects funded at $11.8 billion (leveraging $46.4 billion) :
– Riverside, California SR-91 Corridor Improvement: tolled express lane
extension, HOV to HOT lane conversion and pricing ($140 million);
– Denver, Colorado US-36 Managed Lanes and BRT Projects: tolling,
transit information and incident management ($54 million);
– Broward County, Florida I-595 ETC/Managed Lanes ($563 million);
– Maryland’s Intercounty Connector: ETC and BRT ($516 million);

Support for MAP-21 implementation
• Providing input toward development of national performance
measures, state and local performance targets
– U.S. DOT to issue performance measures rulemaking by April 1, 2014

• Facilitating stakeholder input for five-year ITS strategic plans
• Leadership Circle initiatives
– Real-time data, freight/commercial vehicles, V2I strategy

• National Freight Advisory Committee (NFAC) and strategic plan
– Randy Iwasaki chairing NFAC Technology Subcommittee

• Connected and autonomous vehicle research and outreach
• Coordinating with FHWA on implementing $62.5 million per year
Technology & Innovation Deployment program
• Working to advance innovative financing alternatives
• Reducing technology’s role in distracted driving

Looking ahead…
• MAP-21 reauthorization
– Good policy framework but more work needs to be done
– Must bring long-term financial stability to transportation program

• ITS America’s top-line policy priorities:
–
–
–
–

Accelerate deployment of existing technology solutions
Advance next generation transportation innovations
Explore high-tech financing options
Improve safety, mobility, competitiveness and the environment

• Regulatory environment:
–
–
–
–

Uncertainty over government funding, debt limit debate
Continued push for new stimulus spending (“Fix it First”)
Expected NHTSA decision on Connected Vehicle deployment
FCC proposed rulemaking to open up 5.9 GHz band

Protecting Connected Vehicle spectrum
• Restored funding for connected vehicle research in MAP-21
– ITS research funding had been cut in half to $50M in Senate bill

• Coordinating transportation community’s public awareness
and media outreach efforts to defend the 5.9 GHz band
• Bringing parties together to explore win-win scenarios to
expand Wi-Fi while advancing connected vehicle deployment
• Filed detailed technical comments and reply comments to the
FCC’s 5.9 GHz Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
• Educating the FCC, NTIA, key Congressional Committees, Wi-Fi
and cable industries, and broader transportation community
about the importance of connected vehicles
• Performing Congressional and strategic stakeholder outreach
with the automakers, AASHTO, and other key partners

On the horizon…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pay as you drive insurance
Mileage-based user fees
Integrated payment systems
Real-time multimodal navigation and trip planning
Connected and autonomous vehicles
Smart parking
Open data for transit
Smarter cities

ITS industry is on the move

Topic-Specific Regional Meetings
March 2013 | Berkeley, CA
Smart Parking Symposium

Keynote speaker Dr. Donald Shoup

June 2013 | Washington, D.C.
Capitol Hill Fly-In and Smart Transportation
Technology Showcase

Smart Parking exhibitor hall

July 2013 | Chicago, IL
Complete Streets Symposium

Former U.S. Sec. of Transportation
Ray LaHood with David Jumpa

Congressman Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) with
Congressman Thomas Massie (R-KY)

Divvy Bike tour of Chicago

Keynote speakers Gabe Klein and Scott Kubly

Reinventing
Transportation in our
Connected World
September 7-11, 2014

